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Since the open door policy has been carried out, China has achieved great 
performance in GDP growth, however, there are distinct economic differences 
between different provinces. China’s economic convergence has got more and more 
attention of both Chinese and foreign economist. Theoretically speaking, the study on 
China’s economic convergence can bring case for economic growth and development 
economics to help us to understand the reason of differences between different 
economic bodies; practically speaking, seeing clearly the state of China’s regional 
economic differences and finding the main reason of regional differences can help to 
put forward and implement effective policy on China’s economic development. 
Therefore, it’s of great meanings to make a study on China’s economic convergence. 
This dissertation bases on economic growth theory. Firstly, it describes the trend 
of China’s economic differences between 1978 and 2004 by using the variation 
coefficient of per capita gross domestic product. Secondly, it analyzes the structure of 
regional differences by area decomposition and industry decomposition. And then, 
this paper makes an analysis on absolute β convergence, conditional β convergence 
and club convergence by using panel data of the whole country, the east, the midst and 
the west between 1982 and 2004. 
The dissertation draws the following conclusions through the statistic description 
and empirical analysis: 
Firstly, in China, there is no absolute β convergence between 1982 and 2004, and 
no absolute β convergence between 1993 and 2004, but there is significant absolute β 
convergence between 1982 and 1992. 
Secondly, in China, there is significant conditional β convergence between 1982 
and 2004. It is human resources, openness to the foreign and the degree of market 
orientation that play an important role in contributing to economic growth. 
Thirdly, in China, there is significant conditional β convergence in the whole 
country between 1993 and 2004. There is significant conditional β convergence in the 
east where human resources, openness to the foreign and the degree of market 
orientation are important to economic growth. And there is significant conditional β 
convergence in the midst where human resources and the degree of market orientation 
are important while the impact of openness to the foreign on economic growth is not 













Finally, there is absolute β convergence in the east, the midst and the west 
respectively between 1982 and 2004. That is to say, in China, there is club 
convergence between 1982 and 2004. But there is no club convergence between 1993 
and 2004. 
The innovation of this dissertation is as following: first of all, I make a full 
summary of literature on this field since I have summed up contribution and problems 
of those literature through four points of view：research method and statistic index; the 
dispute on convergence and divergence of China’s economic growth; the factors of 
forming China’s regional differences; applicability of neoclassical economics model 
in analyzing China economy. Secondly, the data are new since I choose the data from 
1982 to 2004 considering the time lag of open door policy.  
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